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Early Life and Background

Adolf Hitler was born on April 20, 1889, in Braunau am Inn, a small town in Austria. He

was the fourth of six children born to Alois and Klara Hitler. As a young man, he dreamed

of becoming an artist and even applied to the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts — but he was

rejected twice. After moving to Germany, he struggled to find direction until the outbreak of

World War I, where he served as a soldier for the German Army. His experience in the war

profoundly shaped his nationalist and extremist beliefs.

Rise to Power

Following Germany’s defeat in World War I, the country was left in political chaos and

economic despair. Hitler joined a small nationalist group that later became the National

Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi Party). Through passionate speeches and

propaganda, he gained a large following, promising to restore Germany’s pride and

strength. In 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. A year later, after the

death of President Paul von Hindenburg, he combined the roles of Chancellor and

President, declaring himself Führer — the supreme leader of Germany. From then on,

Hitler established a totalitarian regime that controlled every aspect of German life.

The Nazi Regime and World War II

Hitler’s government aggressively expanded its military and territory. His belief in Aryan

racial superiority and hatred for Jews formed the core of Nazi ideology. On September 1,

1939, Germany invaded Poland, sparking World War II. Under Hitler’s leadership, the

Nazis carried out the Holocaust — a horrific genocide that led to the murder of six million

Jews and millions of others, including Roma, disabled persons, and political prisoners.

Downfall and Death

As Allied forces advanced on Germany in 1945, Hitler’s empire began to crumble.

Refusing to surrender, he retreated to his underground bunker in Berlin. On April 30, 1945,

Adolf Hitler took his own life alongside his long-time companion, Eva Braun. Germany

surrendered shortly after, on May 8, 1945, marking the end of the Second World War in

Europe.

Legacy and Lessons



Adolf Hitler’s dictatorship caused unprecedented devastation — more than 70 million

people died during World War II. His actions serve as a lasting reminder of the dangers of

hatred, propaganda, and absolute power. The world continues to study his life and regime

to ensure that such tyranny never rises again.

Key Facts at a Glance

Fact Details

Full Name Adolf Hitler

Born April 20, 1889 — Braunau am Inn, Austria

Died April 30, 1945 — Berlin, Germany

Political Party National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi Party)

Position Führer (Leader) of Nazi Germany (1934 – 1945)

Main Conflict World War II (1939 – 1945)

Notable Event The Holocaust — Genocide of Six Million Jews
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